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University of Maryland School of Music 
Presents

MASTERFUL STRINGS

Amadi Azikiwe, viola
Rita Sloan, piano

Breaking Bread .....................................................................................Nkeiru Okoye
(b. 1972)

Sonate für Bratsche allein ................................................................ Paul Hindemith
(1895–1963)

 I. Lebhafte Halbe
 II. Langsame Viertel—Lebhaft—Wieder wie früher
 III. Mäßig schnelle Viertel—Lebhaft

Sonata for Viola and Piano, Op. 147 .........................................Dmitri Shostakovich
(1906–1975)

 I. Moderato
 II. Allegretto
 III. Adagio

Masterful Strings is a lively series of masterclasses, discussions  
and performances that feature renowned string artists sharing their  

artistry in string pedagogy and performance. Masterful Strings  
is funded in part by the Tretter Distinguished Faculty Fellowship  

in Violin and the Barbara K. Steppel Memorial Faculty Fellowship in Cello.
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 
Amadi Azikiwe, violist, violinist and conductor, has 
been heard in recital in major cities throughout the 
United States, such as New York, Boston, Cleveland, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Pittsburgh, Houston, Baltimore 
and Washington, D.C., including an appearance at the 
US Supreme Court. Mr. Azikiwe has also been a guest 
of the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center at the 

Alice Tully Hall and the Kennedy Center. Abroad, he has performed throughout 
Israel, Canada, South America, Central America, Nigeria, India, Japan and Hong 
Kong.

As a soloist, Mr. Azikiwe has appeared with the Prince George’s Philharmonic, 
Delaware Symphony, Virginia Symphony, North Carolina Symphony, Fort Collins 
Symphony, Virginia Beach Symphony, Roanoke Symphony, Winston-Salem 
Symphony, Western Piedmont Symphony, Salisbury Symphony, the Gateways 
Music Festival Orchestra, the City Island Baroque Ensemble of New York, the 
National Symphony of Ecuador and at the Costa Rica International Music Festival.

Currently, Mr. Azikiwe is Music Director of the Harlem Symphony Orchestra. He 
is also Community Engagement Director of the Harlem Chamber Players and a 
member of the Pressenda Chamber Players.

As an orchestral musician, he has appeared with the New York Philharmonic 
and Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, and as guest principal violist of Canada’s 
National Arts Centre Orchestra.

A native of New York City, Mr. Azikiwe first studied music with his mother, after 
which he began training at the North Carolina School of the Arts as a student of 
Sally Peck. His studies continued at the New England Conservatory with Marcus 
Thompson and at Indiana University as a student of Atar Arad.
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ES RITA SLOAN is acknowledged internationally as a leading teacher 

of piano, collaborative piano and chamber music. In 1999, she was 
appointed a piano faculty member and director of the collaborative 
piano program at the University of Maryland. As an Artist Faculty 
Member at the Aspen Music Festival, Ms. Sloan founded their 
Collaborative Piano Program. She has performed as a soloist with 
both the Aspen Festival Orchestra and Chamber Symphony as well 

as in chamber music with many of Aspen’s distinguished guest artists, including 
pianists Wu Han and Orli Shaham, violinists Sarah Chang and Nadia Salerno-
Sonnenberg, cellist Gary Hoffman, bassist Edgar Meyer and  flutist Emmanuel 
Pahud. Teaching residencies and master class presentations have included Tainan 
National University of the Arts and National Normal University in Taiwan, China 
Conservatory in Beijing, China, leading universities in Seoul, Korea, London’s 
Royal College of Music, American universities and conservatories, including 
numerous visits to the Juilliard School in New York. Ms. Sloan has performed with 
orchestra, in recital and in chamber music throughout the U.S., Europe, South 
America and Japan. She has been a guest in many chamber music venues and 
has performed with members of the Emerson and Guarneri String Quartets. Born 
in Russia to Polish parents, Ms. Sloan graduated from the Juilliard School, where 
she studied with Martin Canin and Rosina Lhévinne. Further studies were with 
Leon Fleisher, Aube Tzerko, Herbert Stessin and Vladimir Ashkenazy.


